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626 EARLY ENTRANCE TO KINDERGARTEN PROCESS 

 

I. PURPOSE 
The purpose of this policy is to provide direction for parents/guardians interested in early 

admission to kindergarten. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
The Jordan School District and the State (Statute M.S. 120A.20A) guidelines require 

that a person shall not be admitted to a public school as a kindergarten pupil, unless 

the pupil is at least five years of age on September 1 of the calendar year in which the 

school year for which the pupil seeks admission commences; however, a child whose 

birth date falls between and includes the dates of September 1st and October 31st may enter 

kindergarten if he or she meets the early entrance requirements as listed in this policy and 

approved by the school board. 

 

III. REQUEST FOR EARLY ENTRANCE TO KINDERGARTEN 

A written request for consideration of Early Entrance to Kindergarten must be submitted to 

the Jordan School District Office by May 1st, located at 500 Sunset Drive; Jordan, MN 

55352.  Parents/guardians new to the district should submit request by August 1st. 

 

IV. EARLY ENTRANCE PROCESS 

To increase the likelihood that your child will have a successful first year of school, he/she 

will be expected to meet standards approximately six months above his/her chronological age 

in all areas assessed. Children meeting the early entrance standards will be recommended for 

a six-week trial period in kindergarten beginning at the start of the following school year.  

Any time within the first six weeks, the school administration and the child’s guardian(s) will 

meet to discuss the child’s progress and continued placement in the kindergarten program.  

To meet early entrance standards, the three phases of assessment for early entrance to 

kindergarten are: 

A. Observation 

1. The early entrance process involves an objective evaluation of your child’s 

cognitive, gross and fine motor, visual-motor integration, communication, 

and social/emotional development.   

2. A district administrator or advisory committee will use appropriate screening 

and testing assessments to determine eligibility.  

3. The superintendent shall be responsible for the final determination of early 

entrance. 

B. Review 

1. The District will appoint a certified specialist to conduct a review of the 

child’s academic readiness. 

2. The District will notify the parent/guardian if the child may proceed to the 

evaluation process or if early entrance is not advised but may enroll in 
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kindergarten the following fall. 

C. Evaluation 

For those children recommended to proceed to the evaluation process, the District 

may provide names of psychologists who can administer a psychological assessment 

for the child.  The parent/guardian has the sole responsibility to schedule and pay for 

the child’s assessment. 

a. The organization providing the assessment typically uses a sliding fee 

scale to adjust the cost of the assessment in relation to the parent/legal 

guardian’s income. The school district does not have any influence on 

the cost of the assessment or the sliding fee scale. 

b. After completion of the evaluation process the District will notify the 

parent/legal guardian if the child may enter kindergarten early on a 

conditional admission or if the child will not be admitted for early 

entrance but may enroll in kindergarten the following fall. 

 

 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.20 (Admission to Public School) 


